
A Homecoming Message – Rev. D. Bruce Comrie  
 

“Come down to the potter’s house and there I will le t you hear my word.”  
Jeremiah 18:2 

 
     From August 9 to 15, about 800 United Church folks from across the country gathered 
at UBC Okanagan in Kelowna for the 40th General Council of the United Church of 
Canada.  The theme was taken from Jeremiah’s vision of the Lord calling him down to the 
potter’s house to hear a word from God.  Well, UBCO wasn’t exactly a potter’s house but 
the task was the same.  The delegates to General Council listened closely through worship 
and conversation for a Word from God – for the movement of the Spirit within the church 
and the world.  
 
     I had the privilege of serving as one of five Chaplains to those attending General 
Council.  Others from our congregation were also present: Martha Ashbaugh and Michele 
Walker were B.C. Conference lay commissioners (delegates); Dawne Taylor was also a 
chaplain; Sharon Rhodes and Dave and Fliss Klassen were volunteers; the Bells of Notes 
played with two other Bell Choirs at the final worship service and many others were present 
through their gifts of baking that were gladly consumed during our coffee breaks.  I found 
General Council to be a stimulating experience, one that helped me feel connected to the 
national church and the world-wide, ecumenical body of Christ. I sensed that God was 
reshaping the church in much the same way that a potter coaxes forth a new clay creation.  
Sometimes, it is difficult for the clay to allow itself to be reshaped!   
 
     This fall at KUC I sense we are being invited to go down to the potter’s house as well.  
What word of God will we hear?  In what ways are we being reshaped? On Homecoming 
Sunday, September 13, we will celebrate the ministries and gifts that already shape our 
being.  I hope you can attend Homecoming Sunday and stay for the BBQ to follow.  During 
the fall, we will take a second look at our Ministry Plan that has been shaping up over the 
past few months.  Soon we will start to see what living water this new vessel will pour out in 
our midst.  Likewise the Redevelopment Design Team continues to shape the possibilities 
for redeveloping our facility.  The Joint Search Committee also continues to look for the 
right person to fill our half–time ministry position.  All these activities and more shape the 
forms of ministry and mission that we can offer within the community.   
 
     It is tempting to think that we are solely the ones who shape our future. In our wiser 
moments we know this is not true.  Yes, we need to do our part as well as we can.  But 
God is still the potter and we are the clay.  Our role is to cooperate with the potter!  
 
     This little prayer adapted from an ancient church elder says it all:  
 
 It is not we who shape God; it is God who shapes us .  If then we are not the work of 
God, let us await the hand of the Artist who does a ll things in due season.  
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We offer the Potter our hearts, soft and tractable,  and keep the form in which the Artist 
fashioned us.  May our clay remain moist, lest we g row hard and lose the imprint of the 
Potter’s fingers.   Amen.             (Attributed to Irenaeus, 2 C.E. and adapted.)  

Mystery Quilt 
 
     A beautiful quilt was found at KUC this summer. (The dimensions are 25 inches by 25 inches.)  
We would really like to know who created it and show our appreciation.  Some other questions that 
we would like to ask the artist are the following: 
 
1. What was the thinking that went into your design and/ or would you explain the symbols? 
2. What was your technique, and what materials did you use? 
3.  Would you please describe your design? 
4. When did you complete your project or what was the date of the first display of it? 
 
     Your answers will become part of the history of Fabric Arts in our church. The Worship Committee 
has spearheaded a project to make a photographic record of each fabric art creation belonging to our 
church, along with the answers to the above questions as a written record.   
 
     Please contact Sharon at the church office and pass on the above information; if you are shy 
about releasing your name, add the condition that your name not be publicized.  
 
     Thank you for your help. 

Heather Mewhort 
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Celebrate Stewardship 2009 
 
Updated results to Monday August 24, 2009: 
 
¨    162 of 303 Estimate of Givings forms were returned by phone, in paper format and by e-mail 
 
¨     there are 10 new donors to date 
 
¨ 8 donors have switched to the PAR program.  This has put us over the “magic 90" number 

which permits us to pay a flat rate of $45/month rather than 50 cents/donor/month in service 
charges.  This is a small price to pay for peace of mind knowing that we will have a steady 
income throughout the year, particularly during the summer months. 

 
¨ the net increase to KUC donations for 2009 is almost $34,000 
 
¨ to date, KUC congregation members have estimated their givings for 2009 at $215,825.30 

which will enable us to carry out the KUC programs we already have in place. 
 
¨ the Stewardship campaign was about much more than finances.  We also made contact with all 

members of the congregation by mail, with follow-up phone calls when required.  Many of those 
receiving phone calls are no longer able to attend worship and they welcomed the contact 

 
¨ we were able to update our church family list by tweaking phone numbers, spelling of names 

and deleting those who asked to be removed from the list.  Although those that wished to be 
deleted from our list will be missed, they are each aware that they are welcome to return at any 
time. 

 
¨ we were able to offer assistance, including pastoral care, when needs were identified. 
 
¨ a phenomenal 150 KUC households have requested further correspondence, including the 

newsletter, via e-mail.  For one newsletter alone, that saves approximately 600 pieces of paper, 
photocopy costs, 150 envelopes and almost $80 in postage.  We’ll be saving a lot of trees, and 
that’s good stewardship, good care of the earth. 

 
¨ we thoroughly enjoyed having Ralph Milton as our guest speaker on Celebration Sunday June 

7, and also enjoyed the fellowship at lunch that concluded our worship service 
 
 Thanks, everyone, for your support of Celebrate Stewardship 2009.  
 

Gordon Britton, Mary Ann Milobar, Bruce Comrie, Iris Davies, Bruce Whyte, Barb Hollingshead    
 

 
Why is it that people want the front of the bus, th e back of the church, and the centre of 
attention? 
 
Somebody has well said that there are only two kind s of people in the world.  There are those 
who wake up in the morning and say, “Good morning, L ord!”, and there are those who wake 
up in the morning and say, “Good Lord, it’s morning !” 
 
Someone once determined that we have 35 million law s trying to enforce 10 commandments. 
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Redevelopment Design Team Progress Report 
 

¨ We have taken the KUC redevelopment dream and turned it into a 12-page document -- a 
Request For Proposals for an Economic Feasibility Study.  It is hoped that a successful 
proponent will be able to assist us in determining the financial requirements that are envisioned 
within that redevelopment dream. The bid document has been sent to several interested 
companies, with a “closing date” of September 14th. 

 
¨ We applied for and obtained a grant ($10,000) from Central Mortgage and Housing to help off-

set the costs of this Economic Study. 
 
¨ We continue to do our best to keep Council Circle and the congregation informed of what we 

are doing and what we are finding. Regular reports to the congregation (usually after our bi-
weekly meetings), articles in the LINK, personal presentations to Council, and material on our 
KUC website, are all ways that we hope are proving to be effective ways to communicate with 
everyone. 

 
We sincerely appreciate the support, comments, and questions that we have received.  Please don’t 
hesitate to contact any of us on the Team at any time.  
 

Jennifer Keim, Mary Ann Millobar, Don Waldon, & Ron Routledge 
 

 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

    The first prayer shawl at KUC was presented in Match, 2001.  Since that time, over sixty shawls 
have been lovingly created and presented within our church family, community and global outreach. 
 

     A prayer shawl is not a “fashionable” item, but a comforting one.  It is 
presented to one who is ill, as a thank you for years of service, when 
employment is lost, or to recognize a long-time friendship.  It is presented at 
times of celebration, acknowledgement, or anxiety.  The knitters have had 
prayerful thoughts as the knitting progresses and these thoughts assure the 
recipient of God’s healing and comforting presence. 
 
     A shawl takes about 300 grams of soft, light-weight yarn and the knitters 
welcome donations of suitable yarn.  The group gratefully acknowledges 
recent supportive funds from Council to ease any financial hardship.  The 
average cost of the yarn, printing of the presentation card, and gift bag is 
approximately $25.00. 
 

     Would you like to partner with a prayer shawl knitter and donate the necessary yarn?  We 
welcome suggestions of recipient names and welcome other church family members to participate in 
the presentation of the shawl.  If you are a knitter or crocheter and would like to be part of this loving, 
satisfying ministry, please contact Marg Sutherland, Daphne Styles, or Lois Cutler after church any 
Sunday. 
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A Note from the Envelope Steward 
 

     Offering statements will be ready for pickup in mid October.  Due to the confidential nature 
of the statements, they are not sent via e-mail, but must be either picked up or mailed. 
 
     Are you wondering how to give so that your offering can be tracked for an income tax 
statement at year’s end? 
1. Sets of 52 offering envelopes, one for each week of the year. 
2. Folks who consolidate their givings into 3 or 4 times/year who provide their own envelope 

or simply place a cheque on the offering plate. 
3. Automatic debit to your bank account. 
4. Automatic debit to your VISA or MasterCard. 
 
     For further information, catch me at coffee hour, of leave a message with the church office & 
I’ll call you back.  Thanks to each of you for supporting KUC financially.   
 

Barb Hollingshead, Envelope Steward  
 
 

A Message From Council Circle 
 

     Hello, friends. 
 
     I trust that everyone found some time during summer that allowed for rest and renewal – 
certainly the weather encouraged us to slow down! 
 
     This fall, there are many opportunities to get involved and be an active part of the KUC 
community.  Council Circle will be presenting a new Ministry Plan for approval by the 
congregation.  It is hoped that the Ministry Plan will provide a blueprint of our priorities over the 
next 3 to 5 years – so get involved to make it happen!  All types of groups are gearing back up 
and there is something for everyone.  I encourage everyone to look around and try something 
new – true community aims at engaging everyone. 
 
     Thank you to all who continue to support the work of KUC in its many facets.  As summer 
fun gives way to the beauty of autumn, I hope everyone experiences the feeling and welcome 
of coming home to KUC.  Welcome back, everyone! 

Jennifer Keim, Chair, Council Circle 
 
 

A Star In Our Midst 
 

�     For those of you who attended the Choir’s “Circle of Life” show this past spring, you may 
remember a gal singing “Thank God I’m Old”.  Her name was Jeanne Rodrigue, and she may 
soon become a house-hold name throughout Canada.   
 
�     This summer, Jeanne won first place in a “Senior Star” talent-show competition that was 
sponsored by Chartwell Seniors Housing.  A number of these competitions were held 
throughout Canada, and each first-place winner had a videotape of their performance sent to 
Toronto.  From those entries, judges selected ten finalists to compete for a Canada-wide 
winner this fall.  On August 11th, Jeannie got a phone call, saying that she had been selected 
as one of those ten finalists.  The competition will be held on October 19th in Toronto.   
 

Way To Go, Jeanne!!!    
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 Refugee Family Arrival  
 
     Hopefully by the time you read this, a new family  will have arrived in Kamloops.  Kamloops 
United Refugee Resettlement Committee working with RAFT (Refugees And Friends Together) 
is sponsoring a family from Iraq for 1 year. The family includes Hisam (father, 38 yrs. old  jewelry 
maker), Ibtisam (mother,  25 yrs. old  housewife), Shahad (daughter, 7 yrs. old),  Anhur (son, 6 
yrs. old), and Anwer (son, 4 yrs. old).  They speak Arabic and we will need support with 
translating.  Hisam is a Sabean Mandean Iraqi who lived with his family in the Dora district of 
Bagdad before fleeing to Syria. 
 
     After many challenges we found an apartment for them and have been busy trying to fill it.  
We are very grateful to those of you have donated items for the apartment.  We couldn't have 
done it without you.  
 
     Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers for the next few months as we support this 
family financially, socially and emotionally. 
 
Lynda Fisher & Martha Ashbaugh. 
KUC Refugee Resettlement 
Committee 
 
 
 
 

 

Coming To You Via E--MAIL! 
 
     This “2009 Homecoming Edition” marks the first time that our KUC Newsletter is being 

distributed primarily by e-mail, rather than as a paper copy.  As you will 
read in the report from the Stewardship committee, there was an 
outstandingly positive response to the suggestion that we use electronic 
media as much as possible for mass-mailings. This will help our Church 
budget by reducing paper, photocopying, and postage costs. 
 
     If you are not on KUC’s e-mail list and would like to receive future 

newsletters and other correspondence via that medium, please contact Sharon at our office and 
give her your address. 
 
     For all of us, this represents a “new way” of providing information about our church life.  Let 
us all think and act on ways that we can more effectively communicate with each other -- not only 
by e-mail, but also on our website.  With all of this technology let’s not forget, however, that the 
most effective communication is done face-to-face.  See you at Homecoming on September 
13th! 

Ron Routledge, Editor 

NEWS FLASH (Sept. 2nd) 

 
Family will b

e arriving on 

September 15th. 
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Celebrate Homecoming 
With 

Kamloops United Church 
September 13, 2009 

 

Singing and Worship 
9:45 am 

Followed by 
BBQ lunch ($2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kamloops United 
Church 

Is an affirming downtown 
congregation where all are welcome. 

 
421 St Paul Street   250-372-3020 
www.kamloops-united-church.com�
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Cookie Report From General Council 
 
     The crowds were dazzled by the array of fine baking during breaks at this 40th General 
Council of the United Church of Canada held in Kelowna this past week. They came, they ate, 
they smiled, they were grateful. Repeatedly they did this, twice a day, all week. 
 
     United Church Commissioners, Staff, Guests, Stewards, and volunteers feasted on healthy, 
tasty treats.... fish shaped shortbread, chocolate, ginger, lemon, peanut butter, OATMEAL, 
glorious jewel=like thimble cookies, gloriously gooey chocolate brownies that disappeared in 
the blink of an eye. They loved nuts and no nuts, pumpkin, rhubarb, blueberry, raisin, and, from 
your intrepid reporter,  Audrey Barton inspired moose droppings. Elegant cloth napkins. 
 

     Ingredients aside, masses of 
muffins and cookies arrived that fall 
well within the 100 mile diet zone from 
ovens to eager recipients. Gluten-
free, sugar-free, and a bit of 
Okanagan fruit, too. 
 
     The work of General Council is 
delicate, densely complex, far 
reaching and just plain tough. With 
the worthy weight of God's church on 
willing shoulders and in faithful hearts 
-  the joy of cookies and muffins, the 
delight of those who feasts among 
friends, is a lovely balance to the 
serious business at hand.  
 

     Being the whole people of God, we need the whole package. Challenge, humility, joy. 
Prayer, dancing and cookies. Reflection, spiritual reasoning and laughter. Hugs, hard choices, 
and singing. Tears, tales and a few more cookies. 
 
     Thank you to all cookie and muffin makers. Thank you to all who sent cookies and muffins 
despite schedules and lives that don't allow for actually making the treats.... we appreciated 
every pail, every package, every tin, every carefully wrapped box. You offered delicious bits of 
your love and your faith in the Biblically grounded, time-honoured tradition of Martha. Generous 
Hospitality -- Genuine welcome -- Bread broken and cup poured. -- Shared among all -- Yes!  
Amen. 
 

Kim Haslebacher 
 
 
 
 

A father was approached by his small son, who told him proudly:  “I know what the Bible 
means!”   
His father smiled and replied: “What do you mean, yo u ’know’ what the Bible means?”  
The son replied:  “I do know!”  
“Okay”, said his father, “so, son, what does the Bible  mean?” 
“That’s easy, Daddy.  It stands for Basic Informatio n Before Leaving Earth!”   
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Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday, September 13 , 10:00 a.m. 
 Homecoming Sunday !! 
 
Saturday, October 3 , 7:30 p.m. 
 Ken Lavigne 
 
     Ken is an internationally-acclaimed tenor 
from Victoria.  As featured soloist, he has 
performed with the Vancouver Island 
Symphony, the Portland Opera, at Carnegie 
Hall with the New York Pops, and with David 
Foster. Tickets $25 from the Church Office or 
at the door. 
 
Saturday, October 17 , 6:00 p.m. at KUC 
 International Pot-luck Supper 
  
    You are invited to bring a dish that reflects your ethnic background OR a dish 
from a country or place  that you have visited OR bring your favourite 
Canadian/North American dish! 
    Come dressed in all your International Finery be it kilts, saris, sarongs, or a T-
shirt or hat from a vacation destination! Following our supper we plan to have 
entertainment from various corners of the world!  This is a KUC FUNDRAISER 
with admission by DONATION.  
    For more information talk to Dave or Marg Sutherland. 
 
  
Saturday,  November 7 ,  10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
 Eighth Annual UCW Craft Fair and Coffee Party   
 
    By early September we need to know who would like to rent a craft table, so get 
a registration form from Marg Sutherland ASAP!!  We will accept home based 
businesses of KUC folk if there is room and your space would be confirmed by late 
October. We always appreciate the support of our KUC family, donations of baking 
and items for our craft table plus we will have a sign up sheet for volunteers shortly 
before the event. 
  
Saturday, November 14 , 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
 Diabetes Expo at the Alliance Church 
  
   November 14th is International Diabetes Day and our local branch of the 
Canadian Diabetes Association will be holding a DIABETES EXPO from 1-4pm at 
the Alliance Church.  Watch for further information in the link or talk to Marg 
Sutherland.  CDA members will be notified directly but anyone affected by diabetes, 
(self, family or friends) is invited to this educational event. 


